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MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
IN HEALTH POLICY AND
MANAGEMENT (PHPM)

AND JURIS DOCTOR

(JDLW) COMBINED DEGREE
PROGRAM

Program Requirements

Master of Public Health in Health and Policy Management (p. 1)

Juris Doctor (p. 2)

Master of Public Health in Health
Policy and Management

Program Requirements

+ Student's Advisory Committee (p. 1)
+ Degree Plan (p. 1)

« Credit Requirement (p. 1)

* Transfer of Credit (p. 1)

+ Limitations on the Use of Transfer, Extension and Certain Other
Courses (p. 1)

Student Advisory Committee

The Student Advisory Committee for the MPH consists of an assigned
faculty advisor. After receiving admission to the program and before
enrolling for coursework, the student will consult with their assigned
faculty advisor to receive additional information related to curriculum
and processing of the degree plan. The faculty advisor must have
graduate faculty membership in the academic program. If at any point
of the student’s time in pursuit of the degree the assigned advisor is no
longer available, the department will assign a new advisor and require
a comprehensive advisory session to ensure the student is making
progress according to degree program requirements.

Degree Plan

The student’s advisor, in consultation with the student, will develop the
proposed degree plan. The degree plan must be completed and filed with
the Graduate and Professional School prior to the deadlines imposed

by the student’s college, and no later than the dates announced in the
Graduate and Professional School calendar of deadlines for graduation.

The proposed/final degree plan should be submitted through the
online Document Processing Submission System located on the
website https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu (https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/).

Additional coursework may be added to the approved degree plan by
petition if it is deemed necessary by the advisor to correct deficiencies in
the student’s academic preparation.

Credit Requirement

A minimum of 45 hours of coursework is required for the Master of
Public Health degree. To demonstrate integration and application

of subject matter learned and the development of written and oral
communication skills, a student will be required to take SOPH 680 (http://
catalog.tamu.edu/search/?P=SOPH%20680) as part of the culminating
experience requirement to graduate. Concentration and elective courses
vary among the core disciplines and will be addressed during advising
and creation of the degree plan. Electives may be taken upon approval/
advice from the student’s assigned advisor and will be listed by rubric,
section, and description in the degree plan.

In the case of established collaborative degree programs, a minimum
of 42 hours of coursework is required for the Master of Public Health
degree.

Transfer of Credit

A student may transfer up to 9 hours of graduate credit to the Master

of Public Health degree program on the advice and approval of the
student’s advisory committee, department Chair, and school Academic
Affairs Dean, and with the approval of the Graduate and Professional
School. Courses taken in residence at an accredited U.S. institution or
approved international institution with a final grade of B or greater may be
considered for transfer credit if, at the time the courses were completed,
the courses would be accepted for credit toward a similar degree for a
student in degree-seeking status at the host institution. Otherwise, the
limitations stated in the preceding section apply. Coursework in which no
formal grades are given or in which grades other than letter grades (A or
B) are earned (for example, CR, P S, U, H, etc.) is not accepted for transfer
credit. Courses appearing on the degree plan with grades of D, F, or U may
not be absolved by transfer work. Credit for coursework submitted for
transfer from any college or university must be shown in semester credit
hours or equated to semester credit hours. An official transcript from

the university at which the transfer coursework was taken must be sent
directly to the Office of Admissions.

Courses used toward another degree at another institution may not be
applied for graduate credit. If the course to be transferred was taken
prior to the conferral of a degree at the transfer institution, a letter from
the registrar at that institution stating that the course was not applied
for credit toward the degree must be submitted to the Graduate and
Professional School.

Grades for courses completed at other institutions are not included in
computing the GPA.

Limitations on the Use of Transfer, Extensions, and
Certain Other Courses

If otherwise acceptable, certain courses may be used toward meeting
credit-hour requirements for the master’s degree with the following
limitations.

1. The maximum number of credit hours allowed toward the MPH as
transfer credit is 9.

2. Courses previously used for another degree are not acceptable for
credit.

3. A zero credit 684 or 685 course is only allowed for non-thesis
option master's students. A zero credit 681 course can be used for
either thesis or non-thesis option master’s students. Other courses,
including 691 research hours, are not eligible for zero credit.

4. A maximum of 6 hours of 684 (Professional Internship/Practicum),
and 9 hours of 685 (Directed Studies), if approved on the degree plan.

5. Undergraduate courses are not allowed to transfer to the MPH degree
program.
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6. Continuing education courses may not be used for graduate credit.
7. Extension courses are not acceptable for credit.

8. For non-distance degree programs, no more than 50 percent of the
credit hours required for the program may be completed through
distance education courses.

9. To receive a graduate degree from Texas A&M University, students
must earn one-third or more of the credits through the institution’s
own direct instruction. This limitation also applies to joint degree

programs.

Exceptions will be permitted only in unusual cases and when petitioned
by the student’s advisory committee, department Chair, school Academic
Affairs Office, and approved by the Graduate and Professional School.

Juris Doctor

The JD degree is conferred on students who satisfactorily complete a
minimum of 90 credit hours with a cumulative grade point of 2.33 or
better. In addition, each student must complete an upper-level rigorous
writing requirement, a six-hour experiential requirement, and a 30-hour pro
bono requirement. Students must complete their degree requirements
within 72 months of starting law school.

Below is the degree plan for the combination program.

First Year
Fall Semester
Credit
Hours

LAW 7001 Analysis, Research, and Writing | 3

LAW 7005 Civil Procedure 4

LAW 7042 Torts 4

LAW 7110 Professional Identity 55

LAW 7418 Legislation and Regulation 3
Semester Credit Hours 14.5

Spring

LAW 7002 Analysis, Research, and Writing |l 3

LAW 7007 Alternative Dispute Resolution Survey 1

LAW 7017 Contracts 4

LAW 7021 Criminal Law 8

LAW 7032 Property 4

LAW 7110 Professional Identity 5
Semester Credit Hours 15.5

Second Year

LAW 7010 Constitutional Law 4

LAW 7091 Professional Responsibility 8

LAW 7318 Health Law

Upper level electives '3 20
Semester Credit Hours 30

Third Year

Fall

SOPH 601 Thinking in Populations: The Public Health 2
Mindset

SOPH 602 Investigation and Control: Acute Public 3
Health Events

SOPH 603 Assessment and Intervention: Wicked 3

Problems in Public Health

PHPM 605 Introduction to Health Policy and 3
Management

PHPM 633 Health Law and Ethics

PHPM 661 Introduction to Health Economics
Semester Credit Hours 17

Spring

SOPH 604 Framing and Persuasion: Public Health in 1
the Public Sphere

PHPM 614 Strategic Planning and Marketing 3

or PHPM 623 or Health Care Financial Management |

PHPM 643 Health Policy Analysis

PHPM 654 Health Insurance and Managed Care

PHPM 680 Health Systems Leadership
Semester Credit Hours 13

Fourth Year

PHPM 684 Practicum ® 3

Upper level electives 123 27
Semester Credit Hours 30
Total Semester Credit Hours 120

! Students must successfully complete a minimum of six credit hours in

one or more upper-level experiential courses. As part of the six credit
hours, the student must successfully complete an approved externship
or a clinic that involves advising or representing one or more actual
clients or serving as a third-party neutral. An experiential course must
be a simulation course, a law clinic, or a field placement.

2 One LARW Ill course is required.

3 Courses satisfying learning objectives for both degrees can count
toward the completion of both degrees provided that students earn
at least 30 MPH semester credit hours that are not "double counted
toward the completion of the JD degree. The initial list of courses that
will count towards both the JD degree and the MPH degree include
LAW 7042, LAW 7418, LAW 7318, LAW 7606, LAW 7321, LAW 7600,
LAW 7320, LAW 7793, LAW 7782, LAW 7835 and other LAW electives
with MPH Advisor approval; PHPM 633,PHPM 637, PHPM 640,
PHPM 642, PHPM 643, PHPM 654, HPCH 689 (Legal Issues in Health
Promotion), PHPM 684 (if it satisfies JD requirements for practice
experience).

The program includes a total of 135 hours which up to 15 hours may be
applied toward both the Master of Public Health in Health Policy and
Management and the Juris Doctor.



