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Residence
A student who enters the doctoral degree program with a baccalaureate
degree must spend one academic year plus one semester in resident
study at Texas A&M University. A student who holds master’s degree
when he/she enters doctoral degree program must spend one academic
year in resident study. One academic year may include two adjacent
regular semesters or one regular semester and one adjacent 10-week
summer semester. The third semester is not required to be adjacent to
the one year. Enrollment for each semester must be a minimum of 9
credit hours each to satisfy the residence requirement.
To satisfy the residence requirement, the student must complete a
minimum of 9 credit hours per semester or 10-week summer semester in
resident study at Texas A&M University for the required period. A student
who enters a doctoral degree program with a baccalaureate degrees may
fulﬁll residence requirements in excess of one academic year (18 credit
hours) by registration during summer sessions or by completion of a lessthan-full course load (in this context a full course load is considered 9
credit hours per semester).
Students who are employed full-time while completing their degree
may fulﬁll total residence requirements by completion of less-than-full
time course loads each semester. In order to be considered for this, the
student is required to submit a Petition for Waivers and Exceptions along
with veriﬁcation of his/her employment to the Graduate and Professional
School. An employee should submit veriﬁcation of his/her employment
at the time he/she submits the degree plan. See Registration. (http://
catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academic-expectations-general-degreerequirements/registration-academic-status/)
See Residence Requirements (http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
academic-expectations-general-degree-requirements/degreerequirements/).

Time Limit
All requirements for doctoral degrees must be completed within a period
of 10 consecutive calendar years for the degree to be granted. A course
will be considered valid until 10 years after the end of the semester in
which it is taken. Graduate credit for coursework more than 10 calendar
years old at the time of the ﬁnal oral examination may not be used to
satisfy degree requirements.
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After passing the required preliminary oral and written examinations for a
doctoral degree, the student must complete the ﬁnal examination within
4 calendar years. Otherwise, the student will be required to repeat the
preliminary examination.
A ﬁnal corrected version of the dissertation or record of study in
electronic format as a single PDF ﬁle must be cleared by the Graduate
and Professional School no later than one year after the ﬁnal examination
or within the 10-year time limit, whichever occurs ﬁrst. Failure to do so
will result in the degree not being awarded.

Continuous Registration
A student in a program leading to a Doctor of Public Health who
has completed all coursework on his/her degree plan other than
691 (Research) are required to be in continuous registration until all
requirements for the degree have been completed. See Continuous
Registration Requirements (http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academicexpectations-general-degree-requirements/registration-academicstatus/).

Admission to Candidacy
To be admitted to candidacy for a doctoral degree, a student must have:
1. completed all formal coursework on the degree plan with the
exception of any remaining 681, 684, 690, 691 and 791.
2. a 3.0 Graduate GPA and a Degree Plan GPA of at least 3.0 with no
grade lower than C in any course on the degree plan,
3. passed the preliminary examination (written and oral portions),
4. submitted an approved dissertation proposal,
5. met the residence requirements.
The ﬁnal examination will not be authorized for any doctoral student who
has not been admitted to candidacy.

Foreign Languages
A student is required to possess a competent command of English. For
English language proﬁciency requirements, see the Admissions section
of this catalog. The doctoral (PhD) foreign language requirement at
Texas A&M University is a departmental option, to be administered and
monitored by the individual departments of academic instruction.

Internship or Practicum
Students in the DRPH are required to fulﬁll a practicum
requirement. Speciﬁc course names and numbers by department
are PHEB 684, PHEO 684, PHPM 684, and HPCH 684. Instructions on
submission and successful completion of the practicum are posted
on the School of Public Health practicum website as well as with the
department’s practicum coordinator. Students are to work speciﬁcally
with their department practicum coordinator on meeting this curriculum
course requirement. Students must be in good academic standing, have
completed all core public health courses, or be enrolled concurrently in no
more than one core course at the time they enroll in the 684 course, and
have no registration or university blocks related to enrollment.

130 Hour Cap (for DrPH)
There is a state mandated cap on number of hours a student can enroll
in without penalty. The cap is currently 130 hours (approximately 5 and
one-half years), and once students reach this cap, they are required to pay
out-of-state tuition on all subsequent hours until they graduate.

2

Doctor of Public Health in Public Health Sciences

Application for Degree
For information on applying for your degree, please visit the Graduation
(http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academic-expectations-generaldegree-requirements/degree-requirements/#graduation) section.

