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General Statement
Founded in 1998 as the first public health school in the nation with
a focus on rural and underserved communities, the School of Public
Health developed into a nationally ranked, fully accredited public health
academic, research, and service program.

Offering classes at the College Station campus as well as other Texas
locations through distance education, the school provides a bachelors
program and graduate level programs including two master's degrees 
(Master of Public Health and Master of Health Administration) in several
public health disciplines: epidemiology, biostatistics, environmental
health, occupational safety and health, health administration, policy
and management, and health behavior.  The school also offers a Doctor
of Public Health with concentrations in epidemiology, environmental
health, and health behavior, and a Doctor of Philosophy in health services
research.

The school provides an excellent forum for tomorrow’s public health
leaders to engage in a learning environment that builds on a wide array of
research strengths and scholarly inquiry of a stellar faculty (ten of whom
have received the prestigious designations of Regents Professor, and
one Distinguished Professor). Further, the research and practice links
established by the faculty provide an extensive diversity of opportunities
for students to work closely with professionals in applied public health
settings.

History
The School of Public Health is the first of its kind in the nation. The
Texas Legislature established the school in 1995 as part of a rural health
initiative to better address rural health needs in the state. After receiving
degree-granting authority for the Master of Public Health degree in April
1998 from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, the School of
Rural Public Health welcomed its inaugural class in September 1998.

In 2014, the School of Public Health welcomed its first students into
the brand-new Bachelor of Science in Public Health program, the first
program of its kind in the state affiliated with a fully accredited School
of Public Health. With a mission to serve the public health needs of
the entire state, the undergraduate program is based on a philosophy
of health promotion and disease prevention to improve the quality of
life of individuals, families, and communities in the State of Texas and

beyond. Graduates of the BS in Public Health program will be able to
assess factors influencing health in populations as well as plan, design,
implement and successfully manage effective healthcare programs
and interventions as well as be well-positioned for careers in medicine,
nursing and other allied health professions.
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Departments

School of Public Health
Health Education Program (https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/colleges-
schools-interdisciplinary/public-health/health-education-programs/)

Departments
Environmental and Occupational Health (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
graduate/colleges-schools-interdisciplinary/public-health/environmental-
occupational-health/)
Epidemiology and Biostatistics (https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
colleges-schools-interdisciplinary/public-health/epidemiology-
biostatistics/)
Health Behavior (https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/colleges-schools-
interdisciplinary/public-health/health-behavior/)
Health Policy and Management (https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
colleges-schools-interdisciplinary/public-health/health-policy-
management/)

 

Interdepartmental Programs

Masters
• Master of Health Administration in Health Administration (https://

catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/colleges-schools-interdisciplinary/public-
health/interdepartmental/health-administration-mha/)

Doctoral
• Doctor of Public Health in Public Health Sciences (https://

catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/colleges-schools-interdisciplinary/public-
health/interdepartmental/public-health-sciences-drph/)
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