
Department of Communication and Journalism 1

DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNICATION AND
JOURNALISM
Communication is concerned with the most distinct human
characteristics: the use of spoken and written language and the
use of media to communicate information, maintain social contact,
and influence others. Journalism is the ethical collection, research,
analysis, and distribution of information in the public interest. Combined,
communication and journalism tell the stories that promote human
relationships, shape society, sell products and services, analyze and
interpret data, support healthy practices, guide leaders, create strategies,
implement tactics, guide discussions, and manage conflicts in the
complex and wonderful world we live in today!

The Department of Communication and Journalism offers Bachelor of
Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees in Communication, Journalism,
and Telecommunication Media Studies. Communication and Journalism
offers these various undergraduate degrees, minors, and certificates
along with optional study abroad trips and field trips, internships, and
leadership opportunities that when combined to meet a student’s
interests, provide unique approaches to acquiring the knowledge and the
marketable skills needed to describe, interpret, evaluate, and transform
the world around us through the use of communication and media.

Students may select a major in Communication, Journalism, or
Telecommunication Media Studies and a minor from among any minor
offered at Texas A&M University, in order to customize their choices of
classes to their interests and goals. Other students may select to choose
a major, a minor, and then pattern their courses to pursue a certificate.
Honors students may participate in the the well-established and well-
respected COMM-Honors program. Academic Advisors are on hand to
assist students in refining their pathway to their future.

While some students choose advanced degrees in communication, law,
business, or religion, many go straight into the work world to pursue
careers in a vast array of areas. Typical choices include positions in
strategic communication, public relations, marketing, advertising,
promotions and sales, training and human resources, social media,
journalism, digital communication, leadership and management, health
fields related to communication, organizations and public policy,
communication media, sports communication, entertainment and related
areas of business, industry, government, and non-profit organizations.

Faculty
Anderson, Chante A, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Texas A&M University, 2021

Aschenbeck, Stacy H, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, Texas State University, 1999

Bajan, Adam R, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Texas A&M University, 2021

Barge, James K, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Kansas, 1985

Beck, Jake, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Southern Illinois University, 2021

Beck, Sarah Lindsey, Senior Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Colorado Boulder, 2019

Blacksin, Isaac, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of California, Santa Cruz, 2021

Blanton, Hart C, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Princeton University, 1994

Bradley, Nicholas Bronson, Visiting Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
BA, The University of Memphis, 2018

Burton, Tom, Associate Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, Ohio University, 2021

Campbell, Heidi A, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, The University of Edinburgh, 2002

Castillo, Mariano, Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
MIA, Columbia University, 2009

Champine, Tyler A, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Texas A&M University, 2023

Charner, Flora, Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, Columbia University, 2013

Crick, Nathan A, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Pittsburgh, 2005

Dorsey, Leroy G, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Indiana University, 1993

Dubriwny, Tasha N, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Georgia, 2005

Gammon, Angelique C, Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
BA, Texas A&M University, 1982

Gong, Xuanjun, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of California at Davis, 2024
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Gonzalez, Michael, Visiting Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
MS, Texas Christian University, 2022

Guajardo, Jonathan Robert, Associate Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, University of the Incarnate Word, 2014

Havens, Jessica M, Senior Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, Colgate University, 2012

Henson, Bryce, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Illinois, 2016

Hlavacik, Mark, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, The Pennsylvania State University, 2014

Kelly, Kathryn, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, Texas A&M University, 2007

Kim, Eunhui, Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, University of Louisiana, 2017

Kulhanek, Kristy, Instructional Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
EDD, Arizona State University, 2019

La Pastina, Antonio C, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, The University of Texas at Austin, 1999

Lemmons, Larry, Assistant Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Texas Tech University, 2021

Lopez, Joseph, Associate Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, The University of Texas at Austin, 2010

Mercieca, Jennifer R, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2003

O'Donnell, Paul, Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
BS, Bowling Green State University, 1981

Parish, Nancy B, Instructional Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Florida, 2013

Poirot, Kristan A, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Georgia, 2004

Rice, Dale A, Associate Professor of the Practice 
Communication & Journalism 
BA, Syracuse University, 1973

Rold, Michael F, Senior Lecturer 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Louisiana State University, 2014

Street, Nancy A, Instructional Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
MA, The University of Texas at Austin, 1980

Street, Richard L, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, The University of Texas at Austin, 1980

Tang, Lu, Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Southern California, 2007

Tarvin, David T, Instructional Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Louisiana State University, 2013

Villanueva, George Allen O., Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Southern California, 2014

Wanzer-Serrano, Darrel, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Indiana University, 2007

Wolfe, Anna W, Associate Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Ohio University, 2013

Xia, Yiping, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University Wisconsin-Madison, 2022

Yan, Harry, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, Indiana University Bloomington, 2023

Yan, Yaojun, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Indiana, Bloomington, 2023

Yang, Yunkang, Assistant Professor 
Communication & Journalism 
PHD, University of Washington, 2020

Majors
• Bachelor of Arts in Communication (https://catalog.tamu.edu/

undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
communication-ba/)

• Bachelor of Arts in Communication and Master of Arts in
Communication, 5-Year Degree Program (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
communication-ba-ma/)

• Bachelor of Arts in Journalism (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
journalism-ba/)

• Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Master of Arts in Communication,
5-Year Degree Program (https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/
arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/journalism-ba-ma/)
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• Bachelor of Arts in Telecommunication Media Studies (https://
catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-
journalism/telecommunication-media-studies-ba/)

• Bachelor of Arts in Telecommunication Media Studies and Master
of Arts in Communication, 5-Year Degree Program (https://
catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-
journalism/telecommunication-media-studies-ba-communication-
ma/)

• Bachelor of Science in Communication (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
communication-bs/)

• Bachelor of Science in Communication and Master of Arts in
Communication, 5-Year Degree Program (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
communication-bs-ma/)

• Bachelor of Science in Journalism (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
journalism-bs/)

• Bachelor of Science in Journalism and Master of Arts in
Communication, 5-Year Degree Program (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
journalism-bs-ma/)

• Bachelor of Science in Telecommunication Media Studies (https://
catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-
journalism/telecommunication-media-studies-bs/)

• Bachelor of Science in Telecommunication Media Studies and
Master of Arts in Communication, 5-Year Degree Program (https://
catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-
journalism/telecommunication-media-studies-bs-communication-
ma/)

Minors
• Communication Minor (https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/

arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/communication-
minor/)

• Journalism Minor (https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-
sciences/communication-journalism/journalism-minor/)

Certificates
• Communication Leadership and Conflict Management Certificate

(https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/
communication-journalism/communication-leadership-conflict-
management-certificate/)

• Health Communication Certificate (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/health-
communication-certificate-health-campaign-policy-track/)

• Social Media Certificate (https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/
arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/social-media-
certificate/)

• Strategic Communication Certificate (https://catalog.tamu.edu/
undergraduate/arts-and-sciences/communication-journalism/
strategic-communication-certificate/)
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